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Armatus’ Rambling Editorial 
 
So, guess what I thought of doing for a 

topic this month.  Not sure?  Read the cover.  
Basically as I have been working on organizing 
the Heraldic Symposium which will be held in 
Myrgan Wood on April 17th (shameless 
promotional plug) I have had heraldry on the 
brain.  Or whatever I have left of one… 

So, here is a super simple basic guide to a 
few different things about heraldry.  Most of this 
is probably old hat to you folks who have been 
around for a while, but it should help out the 
newer folks and I do think there is likely some 
information here that you have never seen 
before.  Unless you are some sort of superherald 
or something…. 

A few quick words of caution.  I took the 
majority of this information from one source, 
Heraldry: Sources, Symbols, and Meaning by 
Otto Neubecker.  Though clearly the best book I 
have ever found in the bargain bin, don’t 
consider it a guarantee to get your device passed.  
But I am not sure any thing is a guarantee of 
that… 

So, if you don’t have a device, design one.  
If you have one, help someone else design theirs.  
There may be a banner making class coming up 
so that you too can have your very own banner 
with your device on it.  So stay tuned… 

Your chronicler, 
ARMATUS 
Armatus 

 

From the Baron & Baroness 
Salut à tout la Barony de la part des Raoul et 
Roxanne, Baron et Baronne!! 
 
All is good in our fine barony and we are 
thankful for this. We welcome new Officers 
(Sergeant Gerhard as Seneschal and Lord 
Dietrich as Exchequer), new faces, and new 
enthusiasm. The next couple of months hold 
much. In addition to A&S nights, fight practises, 
and these taverns, we are honoured to be able to 
host Avacal's Investiture of the 16th Prince and 
Princess in February and An Tir's Heraldic 
Symposium in April. 
 
We would like to take the opportunity to thank 
Lady Jocatta and Her Highness Gemma for their 
support and service as Champions of the Arts 
and of Rapier.  They have both represented this 
Barony extremely well. The skills of the Barony's 
artisans and fencers will be tested at February 
Investiture to determine the next Champions. 
Those chosen will be invested during the feast 
held at Heraldic Symposium. Please refer to the 
baronial web site for further details. 
http://www.chainmailstore.com/mw 
 
In service, 
Raoul & Roxanne 
Baron et Baronne de Myrgan Wood 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cover is the so-called Wijnberg Armorial which was done before 1291. 
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Basic Heraldry  (In other words, enough to get by on...)  
By: Matthew Broadway  - edited from http://www.armourarchive.org/essays/broadway_basic_heraldry/ 

 
Heraldry is supposed to be the art and science of a herald. That sounds kind of imposing. One would think 
that if it was an art, it would be very hard to draw out a heraldic device... Well, that just isn't true. And if it 
is supposed to be a science, then were are all the formulas and hypothesis? Well, there are a few formulas, 
but there isn't anything like a quadratic equation or E=mc2 involved in heraldry... So, if it is considered a 
science, let's call it a reletively simple science (like if you had to take it in high school, it would be a pre-
requisite to biology... and who ever failed biology?) 
   
Some Definitions: 
Arms...Heraldic insignia or devices, borne originally on the shields of fully armed knights to distinguish 
them in battle. They eventually became hereditary and came to represent the family.  
Coat of Arms...A piece of clothing with your arms on it.  
Field...The background color of a device. It can be one color, or a combination of colors in a pattern.  
Charge...Anything placed on the field... Like those lions, anvils, crescent moons, swords, etc...  
Ordinary...The lines that slice up your field...  
Tincture...Any of the colors, metals, or furs used in a device.  
Color...Duh... Figure this one out yourself...  
Metal...Yellow and white are not considered colors... They are instead called metals (gold-Or and silver-
Argent).  
Fur...A pattern that is used as a color.  
 
"So what do I do to get that hint of medieval flare that I wanted?" Well, there are a few things you can do 
to give your heraldic arms a hint of a medieval flare. 
 
Make sure the colors on your device strongly contrast... This is basically contrasting colors are easy to make 
out from far down the battlefield. ("Who the hell is that with the gold/silver device down there?" --"Don't 
know, just fill him full of arrows and find out later.") 
 
Never put a metal on top of another metal, and don't put a color on top of another color... I like a couple 
colors split up by an Ordinary with charges on top that are colored with metals... But, I think this is 
generally what the most people go for...  
 
Keep your charges symetrical and balanced.  
 
One final word on Charges... I didn't include a bunch of charge pictures because I didn't feel like it... You 
can find pictures of a couple hundred diffent types of charges on the net. Your typically historical ones are: 
the lion, escallop (shell), cresent moon, rose, sun, tree, anvil, axes, swords, buckles, fish, birds, and assorted 
imaginary beasts like unicorns, and dragons... 
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Feast of the Evergreens and the Final Court of Magnus and Sidonia 
Feb. 7  in Stonewolf 

Cold Lake, AB 
 
On Feb. 7 2004 the Canton Stonewolf invites all to attend our yearly championship tournament Feast of 
the Evergreens. This is for all who wish to participate as it is all fun games. Baron Magnus and Baroness 
Sidonia will host the Final Court of Borealis in the afternoon. Following their Court there will be a Rapier 
Prize Tournament for all qualified. After the Feast Prince Steinn and Princess Gemma will hold Court and 
officiate the conversion of the Barony of Borealis into independent Shires. It is surely to be an event you 
do not wish to miss. 
 
The event takes place at the Cherry Grove Hall on highway 55(No street address). Take Highway 28 from 
Edmonton to Cold Lake. Turn left on Highway 55 going East and follow the signs. From the Sask. side 
follow highway 55 going west to Cherry Grove and follow the signs. Site opens Friday at 6:00pm feb. 6 for 
those who wish to crash at the hall. (Please reserve your space ahead). Site will close Sunday Feb.. 8 at 
9:00am. 
 
Site Fees: Adults member $13.00 non-member $17.00 
12 to 15yrs $6.50 11and under Free 
Site only member $5.00 non-member $9.00 
 
Due to limited feast space please prepay by January 31 2004. 
MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ASCA Canton of the Lakelands. 
 
Autocrat: Marina La Caminante (780) 639-4963 
Louise Johnson 
604 12 st. Cold Lake Ab. T9M-1A9 
marinaca@telus.net 
 
Co-autocrat: Ceridwin (Caryn Johnson) 
johnsoncaryn@hotmail.com 
For merchant information and crash space. 
 
Feastocrats: Master Alfheim and Mistress Adeline 
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 Positions on a Shield, Colours, and Furs 
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Avacal February Investiture 
February 28 & 29 hosted by the Barony of  Myrgan Wood 

Saskatoon, SK 
 
Their Highnesses Steinn and Gemma, Prince and Princess, and Their Excellencies Murchad and Morrigan, 
Tanist and Tanista, invite everyone to join Them in the celebration of the Investiture of the 16th Prince 
and Princess of Avacal. 
 
HL Tomyris will oversee a tournament to choose her successor as Avacal's Champion of Arts and 
Sciences. 
 
HL Dante has organized a challenge to determine his successor as Rapier Champion of Avacal. Details 
regarding tournament format will be forthcoming. 
 
The Barony of Myrgan Wood is honoured to have been given permission to choose our own Champions 
at the same time. L Jocatta is coordinating Myrgan Wood's A&S Championship and HE Raoul will be 
coordinating the Rapier Tournament. 
 
Location of event:  
Cosmo Civic Centre Gymnasium (Hall FAQs) 
3130 Laurier Dr  
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5J7  
 
Fees:  
Site fee is $10 (children under 16 are free)  
Feast fee is $10 (children 10- 16 pay $5)  
Non-member surcharge is $4  
Please make cheques payable to SCA_Myrgan Wood.  
 
Feast Menu (subject to change): 
-beef barley soup   -mixed green salad 
-roast chicked with a ginger sauce -pork+current meatballs 
-vegetables of some kind   -shortbreads and custard tarts 
-bread will be served throughout 
  
Autocrat:  
HE Roxanne Delaroche  
2618 Preston Ave, Saskatoon SK, S7J 2G5  
(306)651-2599 dandt.walker@sasktel.net  
 
Feastocrat:  
L Hamish MacCarraig  
(306)384-9121 sean131@yahoo.com  
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Basic Ordinaries and Fancy Lines 
 

Here are various geometrical designs you can add to your device as well as some fancy lines of partion 
(sections) that you can incorporate to separate areas. 
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Armatus’ Interesting Positions o’ the Month 

There are all sorts of interesting beasties to add to your device if you would like, but here are various 
positions you can place them in. 
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Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 
February February 

Feast of the Evergreens in Stonewolf – February 7  Feast of the Evergreens in Stonewolf – February 7  
War Practice in Alsask – February 21 War Practice in Alsask – February 21 

February Investiture in Myrgan Wood – February 28 February Investiture in Myrgan Wood – February 28 
March  March  

A Night in Byzantium in Rhuddglyn – March 13 A Night in Byzantium in Rhuddglyn – March 13 
Winter War in Vatnsdahlr – March 20 Winter War in Vatnsdahlr – March 20 

April April 
An Tir Heraldic Symposium – April 17th An Tir Heraldic Symposium – April 17th 

  
  

Regular Events Regular Events 
Monthly Tavern to be held in an Undisclosed Mysterious Dark Place at 7pm the first Wednesday of the 
month.  Contact the Chatelaine for the location of the Undisclosed Mysterious Dark Place.  If you really 

want to know….. 

Monthly Tavern to be held in an Undisclosed Mysterious Dark Place at 7pm the first Wednesday of the 
month.  Contact the Chatelaine for the location of the Undisclosed Mysterious Dark Place.  If you really 

want to know….. 
Fighting Practice is held: Fighting Practice is held: 

-every Sunday at 2pm on the UofS campus in the STM cafeteria or by the Ukrainian Poetess if it is nice 
outside 

-every Sunday at 2pm on the UofS campus in the STM cafeteria or by the Ukrainian Poetess if it is nice 
outside 

-every Wednesday at 7pm, at City Park Collegiate (820 9th Ave N) -every Wednesday at 7pm, at City Park Collegiate (820 9th Ave N) 

  
  
  

Web Links Web Links 
The SCA Corporate Homepage http://www.sca.org/ The SCA Corporate Homepage http://www.sca.org/ 

The Kingdom of An Tir’s Homepage http://www.antir.sca.org/ The Kingdom of An Tir’s Homepage http://www.antir.sca.org/ 
The Principality of Avacal’s Homepage http://avacal.antir.sca.org The Principality of Avacal’s Homepage http://avacal.antir.sca.org 
Myrgan Wood’s Homepage http://www.chainmailstore.com/mw/ Myrgan Wood’s Homepage http://www.chainmailstore.com/mw/ 
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Myrgan Wood Officers List 
Baron and Baroness: Their Excellencies Don 
Raoul and HL Roxanne Delaroche  
(mka Duane and Tracy Walker) Ph:651-2599 
duane.walker@sk.sympatico.ca 
Seneschal: Gerhard Thorwulfsson 
(mka Mark Geldof) Ph:653-1066 
midgardarts@yahoo.com 
Chatelaine: Lord Hamish Mac Carraig 
(mka Pat Nixon) Ph: 384-9121 
sean131@yahoo.com 
Exchequer: Lord Dietrich 
Chronicler: Lord Armatus  
(mka Andrew Bennett) Ph: 244-7601 
armatus@hotmail.com 
Minister of Arts & Science:Joseph de St. Vital 
(Dave Fortier) Ph:242-8894 
alone_knightly@hotmail.com 
Master of Stables: Lord Ferghail 
(mka Keith Chapman) Ph: 652-0855  
cliffy6@hotmail.com 
Master of Swords: Lord Robert of Clan Gunn 
(mka Robert Simpson) Ph: 664-1052 
rms210@mail.usask.ca 
Herald: Rebecca Malo  
Ph: 249-5212  
michel.rebecca@sastel.net 
Constable: Ewan of Loch Fynne  
(mka Tony Canevaro)   Ph: (306)-682-4810  
ewan_of_loch_fynne@hotmail.com 
Chirurgeon: Position Vacant 
Gold Key: Michel Malo  
Ph: 249-5212  
michel.rebecca@sastel.net 

Myrgan Wood Champions 
Armoured: Lord Ferghail 
(mka Keith Chapman) Ph: 652-0855  
cliffy6@hotmail.com 
Missile: L Cunan 
Rapier: HL Gemma Meena, Gallant to Baroness 
(mka Jennifer Rhodes) Ph: (403)730-6533 
justgemma@shaw.ca 
A&S: L Jocatta Sandino Cominante of Rhuddglyn 
(mka Carman Vipond) Ph: (403)548-2631 
gcvipond@telusplanet.net 

Other Assorted Contacts 
King & Queen of An Tir:  
Their Majesties,  
Gunnarr Brunwolf and Gabriell MacBain  
Rod and Jackie Olson 
 (509) 466-6076 
king@antir.sca.org 
queen@antir.sca.org 
Prince & Princess of Avacal:  
Their Hignesses of Avacal,  
Steinn Vikingsson and Gemma Menne 
(Darryl and Jennifer Rhodes)  
 (403) 730-6533  
avacal-prince@antir.sca.org 
avacal-princess@antir.sca.org 
Contact for Humboldt:  
Viscount Sir Gunther & Lady Eyoddi  
Ph: (306)682-1984  
steadmand@ctrc.sk.ca 
jodiv@sasktel.net 
 
 

Bob’s Fish Rampant 
Disclaimer: This is The King’s Garb; a publication of the Barony of Myrgan Wood, of the S.C.A.  The King’s Garb is not 

a corporate publication and does not delineate official S.C.A. policy. 
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