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“A rock pile ceases to be a 
rock pile the moment a single man 
contemplates it, bearing within him 
the image of a cathedral. “ 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery  
(1900-1944) 
 You will have to excuse my 

non-medieval quote this month.  When 
I came across it, it was so good I had 
to use it.  So, the theme this month is 
architecture.  Why?  Because I said so.  
I was actually curious to look into 
other styles of architecture than I 
already knew.  Most folks have at least 
a concept of Gothic architecture, but 
the rest may be a pleasant learning 
experience.  You will certainly see a lot 
of the Hagia Sophia I can tell you that 
much.  What did you expect from a 
Byzantine though anyways? 

I find myself amazed how these 
immense structures were designed and 
built using medieval technology.  As a 
designer of structures myself I would 
be very curious to see what books, 
rules, and formulas they would have 
used to design these huge buildings.  
But maybe that is because I am an 
engineer and as such have interest in 
dull and tedious things of little interest 
to the general populus.  Probably.  Oh 
well.   

 
 

Your 
chronicler, 
ARMATUS 
Armatus 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Baron & Baroness 
Greetings Mighty Myrg! 

March should be a time when we begin to look 
forward to the warming winds of spring.  Winter will not 
easily release its icy grip on us this year but there have been 
events of late that warm our hearts.  The Investiture of 
Their Highnesses Einar and Svetlana, while held in the far 
off Canton of Vinjar, was well worth the trip.  Stein 
Vikingson was knighted, Viscount Vik was admitted to the 
Order of the Laurel, and Ivar and Asney became Viscount 
and Viscountess. Lady Gemma, Gallant of Myrgan Wood, 
was granted a Jambe de Lion, and Baronson, Lord 
Protector of Myrgan Wood, received the honour of the 
Lion's Cub from the hand of Ivar and Asney.  We 
congratulate you all, and the many others who received 
awards there as well.  Avacal's A&S Championship was 
won by HL Bebhin and HL Dante is Avacal's new Rapier 
Champion.  Well done! 

Her Excellency Roxanne was able to attend 
Kingdom A&S to witness the competition for Champion.  
We congratulate Lady Isabella Kendall of Ravensrift, from 
Vatnsdahl, on becoming the first Avacalian to become a 
Champion of An Tir.  The other finalist in a closely 
contended competition was Yrsa Kettilsdottir, a former 
resident of Myrgan Wood, now residing in Dansecombe.  
From the courts of HM Groa we congratulate HE Roxanne 
and Master Michael (Jambe de Lions), and Emeric and 
Manyra (Goutte de Sangs).  Also of note, Nan Compton of 
Montengarde was put on vigil to prepare for entry to the 
Order of the Pelican.  All this talk of A&S should remind 
us all that our own Baronial A&S and Rapier 
Championships will be held April 26.  To compete for A&S 
Champion you need to enter at least three categories.  Get 
your entries ready! 

To turn to matters of administration, a Curia 
meeting will be held at noon on Sunday, March 9 at 144 
Kirk Hall.  A general meeting will follow at 1:00pm.  Fight 
practice will follow that meeting. Our progress for the next 
month will include Winter War (March 15 in Vatnsdahl) 
and the Rapier Symposium (March 29 in Montengarde). 
In Service 
Raoul and Roxanne, Baron and Baroness 
 

The Cover shows a the Hagia Sophia, the Church of Divine Wisdom built in 6th century Constantinople, 
now modern day Istanbul.  The 4 minarets (towers) surrounding it are post-Byzantine additions.    
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Armatus’ Interesting Architecture of the Month - Byzantine 

                                   Interior of the Hagia Sophia                                Sant' Apollinare - Classe, Italy (530) 
 
Byzantine architecture was characterized by brick and masonry construction, round arches and domes. The 
dome has a unique form in that it rest on 4 massive pillars, which are arranged in a square.  Byzantine 
architecture was the first major style of medieval architecture and it combined elements of western and 
eastern architecture.   

Basilica of the Nativity – Bethlehem, Israel (530)             A cut away drawings showing the dome supports. 
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Winter War - Barony of Borealis, Canton of Veraquilon  
March 15, 2003 Edmonton, AB 
With the promise of spring our thoughts turn once again to War! Join us for day filled with rapier, heavy 
combat, combat archery and oodles of war scenarios. And as with every Winter War, in the evening we will 
also test our gentler skills with a Bardic competition. Finish the day with a formidable feast and raise a glass 
in celebration! 
LOCATIONS: 
 War: Griesbach Gymnasium located at 143 Ave & 108 St, Edmonton Complete driving directions below. 
 Feast: Northmount Community Centre – 9208 – 140 Ave, Edmonton 
Site: $8 / $7 SCA Members Site & Feast: $18 / $16 SCA members Note that a $4 Non-member surcharge 
will be applied to all non-member  attendees on top of the above listed prices. Bring proof of membership! 
Make cheques payable to: Alberta Society for Creative Anachronism 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
9:30 am War Site Opens 
10:00 am Rapier Armour Inspection IMPORTANT NOTE: There will be no on-site authorizations for 
rapier combatants unless pre-arranged with Dante Machiavelli at dantem@shaw.ca or 962-6547.  
10:30 am Rapier Scenarios begin: 5 scenarios in total (3 standard - 2 will include the use of rubber band 
guns) 
12:00 pm Armored and Light Inspection 
12:30 pm Rapier Scenarios end 
1:00 pm Armored and Light War Scenarios begin: Scenarios begin with an "All Champions Tourney" - 
Armored and Light Champions from all over Avacal are welcomed to compete! 
4:30 pm Armored and Light War Scenarios end 
4:30 to 5:30 Pickups - War venue closes at 6:00 
NOTE: Shower and changing facilities are available onsite. 
 6:30 pm Feast begins - Feast, court and the evening's events will wrap up at 1:00am. 
NOTE: Bardic competition will be held as part of the evening events 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
IMPORTANT! There is no overnight at this event.We have, however, made arrangements with the newly 
renovated Rosslyn Hotel & Suites, 13620 – 97 Street, Edmonton. Call 1-877-785-7005 and book under 
"SCA Winter War" for reduced rates. The hotel is only a few blocks away from both the War field and the 
Feast hall! Limited crash space is also available. Contact Inga (Michelle Height) at michelle.height@u... or 
(780)492-2166 for more information. 
CO-AUTOCRATS: 
Inga the Unfettered (Michelle Height) 1325 - 72 St, Edmonton, AB T6K 3E9 (780) 463-4445 or 
michelle.height@u... Fenrick the Old (Bryant Doyle) (780) 475-7659 or fenrick@l... 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS: (Note a map of the area with the venues marked has been uploaded to the 
files section of the the Avacal Circus email list.) 
To War Venue - Griesbach Gymnasium located at 143 Ave & 108 St, Edmonton Travel North on 97 
Street (Hwy 28). Stay in the left hand lane. Turn left onto Griesbach Road. Follow SCA signs to the 
Gymnasium - located on the left side of the road. 
To Feast Hall - Northmount Community Centre – 9208 – 140 Ave, Edmonton 
- From 97 Street heading South - turn left onto 144 Avenue then turn right onto 94 Street. 94 Street curves 
left and becomes 140 Avenue. The Hall is on the left side of the road 
- From 137 Avenue heading East – turn left onto 93 Street then turn right onto 140 Avenue. The Hall is 
on the left side of the road 
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Romanesque Architecture 

St. Sernin - Toulouse, France (1080-1120) 
Heavier, stocky Romanesque architecture, with rounded arches and other Roman features, became popular 
between 700 and 1200 A.D.  The major achievement of Romanesque architects was the development of 
stone vaulted buildings. This masonry vaulting replaced the highly flammable wooden roofs of pre-
Romanesque structures. To support the heavy stone vaults, architects used massive walls and piers, creating 
a typical building.  They also had difficulty adding large windows, which would compromise the strength of 
the walls and as such, Romanesque buildings tend to be rather dark.   The "Roman" comes from the use of 
columns, barrel vaults, and rounded arches, but the effect is quite different from ancient Roman 
architecture 

Basilica - Paray-le-Monial, France (1090-1110) 
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Rapier Symposium Barony of Montengarde 
March 29-30, 2003 Calgary, AB 
 
William Bennet and I are planning and plotting a Rapier Symposium for March of this year! We wish to 
invite one and all to atend, as we have some of the best of the best coming to teach!!!   
 

At this time the following have agreed to teach, and we are awaiting further confirmations: 
Don Giacomo - Caid...yes that's right folks...he's coming from LA...makes that drive to Calgary seem a 
little shorter, right? *w*  
Monsiegnor Eagle - Summits  
Don Luciano - Summits  
Don Raoul and Don Rodrigo - Avacal's own!! 

I am not sure of the exact classes that are being taught, and as we close in on the actual date, we 
will have more information. We are hosting an open house on the night of the 29th, and have use of a full 
gymnasium and classrooms for the day of the 30th, to be followed by the use of one whole floor of a Pub 
in downtown Calgary. 

There will be much more information to follow, and hopefully, we will have more confirmations 
after Kingdom 12th Night! If you have any suggestions or queries, please contact either HL William 
Bennet (mark@ironleaf.com) or Gemma~ (justgemma@shaw.ca) at your leisure! 
Yours, 
Gemma~ 
Gallant to HE Roxanne Delaroche 
Cadet to HE Don Raoul Delaroche 
Queen Alyssia and Princess Asney's Guard 
Dragonblade Montengarde 

An interior shot of the Hagia Sophia 
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Gothic Architecture 

Notre Dame Cathedral - France (1163-1250) 
“the whole scheme of the building is determined by, and its whole strength is made to reside in a 

finely organized and frankly confessed framework rather than in walls. This framework, made up of piers, 
arches and buttresses, is freed from every unnecessary encumbrance of wall and is rendered as light in all 
its parts as is compatible with strength - the stability of the building depending not upon inert massiveness, 
except in the outermost abutment of active parts whose opposing forces neutralize each other and produce 
a perfect equilibrium. It is thus a system of balanced thrusts in contradistinction to the ancient system of 
inert stability. Gothic architecture is such a system carried out in a finely artistic spirit (Charles H. Moore, 
"Development and Character of Gothic Architecture", I, 8). 

 
The technical revolution in architecture know as "Gothic" began at the end of the 12th century and lasted 
just over two hundred years.  Gothic architecture is generally tall and “peaky” and was a significant 
structural improvement upon the Romanesque buildings that preceded it 

Chartres, France (1145-1220) 
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Renaissance (Italianate) Architecture 
S.Pietro - Italy, Roma (1564 - 1587-89) 

I could not find a whole lot of written information on Renaissance architecture, but there are several 
characteristics that I can describe.  In a nutshell they are “square floorplan” buildings with lots of 
decorative columns on their exterior.  There are also a lot of examples in secular buildings, where the 
previous styles where mainly applied to cathedrals.  

San Francesco - Rimini, Italy (1446-68) 
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Various Events 
March 
Kingdom A&S in Montengarde - March 1-2 
Winter War in Borealis - March 15 
Rapier Symposium in Montengarde - March 29-
30 
 
April 
Spring Faire in Veraquilon - April 12 
Silver Arrow in Bitter End - April 19 
Middle Eastern Ithra at Loch D'or - April 18-20 
A&S and Rapier Champions in Myrgan Wood - 
April 26 
 
May 
Beltaine in Montengarde - May 3 
Borealis A&S/Rapier Champions in Vinjar- May 
10 
An Tir Crown - May 17 
Cold Keep Champions - May 24 
Pillage Practice in Sigelhundas - May 31 
 

June 
Avacal Coronet in Cold Keep - June 7 
To the Bitter End in Bitter End - June 14 
Tir Righ's firts Investiture - June 14 
Dragonslayer in Montengarde - June 21 
Quad War - June 28th 
 
July 
Celtic Games in Myrgan Wood- July 12 
An Tir Coronation - July 19 
Rivendell Challenge in Montengarde - July 26  

Regular Events 
Monthly Tavern & Business Meeting held 
first Wednesday of the month in the Shakespeare 
Room of the Radisson Hotel) at 7pm. 
Fighting Practice is held: 
-every Sunday at 2pm on the UofS campus, 144 
Kirk Hall 
-every Wednesday at 7pm, at City Park Collegiate 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Web Links 
The SCA Corporate Homepage http://www.sca.org/ 

The Kingdom of An Tir’s Homepage http://www.antir.sca.org/ 
The Principality of Avacal’s Homepage http://avacal.antir.sca.org 
Myrgan Wood’s Homepage http://www.theringlord.com/mw/ 

 
 



10 

Myrgan Wood Officers List 
Baron and Baroness: Their Excellencies Don 
Raoul and HL Roxanne Delaroche  
(mka Duane and Tracy Walker) Ph:651-2599 
duane.walker@sk.sympatico.ca 
Seneschal: HE Chikakukawa no Shunzei 
(mka Constance Gignac) Ph:664-6495 
 cognac1@shaw.ca  
Chatelaine: Lord Hamish Mac Carraig 
(mka Pat Nixon) Ph: 384-9121 
sean131@yahoo.com 
Exchequer: Line Bell  
Ph: 251-2722 
Chronicler: Lord Armatus  
(mka Andrew Bennett) Ph: 244-7601 
armatus@hotmail.com 
Minister of Arts and Science: Lord Deitrich 
(mka Derrick Schreiber) Ph: 933-4078 
dschreib@wbm.ca 
Master of Stables: Lord Ferghail 
(mka Keith Chapman) Ph: 652-0855  
cliffy6@hotmail.com 
Herald: Rebecca Malo  
Ph: 249-5212  
michel.rebecca@sastel.net 
Constable: Ewan of Loch Fynne  
(mka Tony Canevaro)   Ph: (306)-682-4810  
ewanof_loch_fynne@hotmail.com 
Chirurgeon: Lady Zared Mackeen  
(mka Kyla Keeping) Ph:(306)-863-2939 
kylakeeping@hotmail.com 
Gold Key: Maiwen Siobhon 
(mka Sheridan Pohl) Ph:373-3357 
shooie@sprint.ca 

Other Assorted Contacts 
King & Queen of An Tir:  
Their Majesties, Davin and Groa 
(Damon Hill and Gretchen Hubbert) 
Ph: 206-523-5032  
king@antir.sca.org 
queen@antir.sca.org 
 
Prince & Princess of Avacal:  
Einar (mka Ivan Williams) 
Einar_the_lost@hotmail.com 
Svetlana (mka Karen S.) 
SvetlanadieUbermama@hotmail.com 
 
Contact for House Willomere (Prince Albert):  
Brodir Skjardisson (mka Wil Yannacoulias) 
Ph: (306) 764 2495 willie-the-greek@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This is The King’s Garb; a publication of the Barony of Myrgan Wood, of the S.C.A.  The King’s Garb is not 

a corporate publication and does not delineate official S.C.A. policy. 


